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Higher education 
costing high money 


The cost of getting 
your education is 
effecting NECC 


By AARON Foss 
Copy Editor 


The one-stop registration had the 
student center bustling with activity 
the week before classes officially 
started. There were long lines in the 
lobby and bookstore as students dealt 
with the frustration of getting books 
and settling financial obligations to 
the college from last semester or pay- 
ing for spring courses. Rachel 
Ciaramitaro was one of many who 
had a despondent look on their face. 

“I’m at Northern Essex because I 
can’t afford a four-year school,” said 
Ciaramitaro. 

~ Ciaramitaro has been attending 
Northern Essex so far on what she 
calls “the four year plan”, meaning 
that she is unable to attend the school 
on a full-time schedule. She said that 
being a responsible adult, paying a 
mortgage, and a lack of qualification 
for funds are all factors in her extra 
long stay at the college. 

“T’ve researched all the scholar- 


ships offered here and I don’t qualify 
for any of them. I’m either too old or 
too young. I’m a self-supporting 
adult. I don’t belong to any minority 
or have-any kids. I feel like I’m at a 
disadvantage because I’m not disad- 
vantaged,” said Ciaramitaro. 

Ciaramitaro is not alone in think- 
ing that tuition fees are too high. 
Many students feel the same way and 
they may not be without reason. 

A New York Times study con- 
ducted last October found that col- 
lege tuition costs in the U.S. were ris- 
ing at more than double the inflation 
rate. The study found that from 2006 
to 2007, tuition rates and fees went 
up an average of 5.7 percent at four- 
year public institutions and 3.8 per- 
cent at public two-year institutions 
respectively. The study also claimed 
the increases in the cost of higher 
education continue to drive up the 
amount that students and families 
borrow, with the “greatest increase 
coming in private loans.” 

As of the Fall 2007 semester, 
Northern Essex had a per credit cost 
of $111 for Massachusetts residents, 
$128 for New England Regional 
Students, and a $352 rate for Out-of- 
State/Foreign students, according to 


See [Book] page 5 


Daniel Potocki photo 


English department adjunct professor Fred Miller has not been given any classes 
and claims that he has been fired from NECC due to a claim of plagiarism. 
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Drum circle to start up again 


Northem Essex 


Fa 


~ommunity College 


Adjunct says he’s 


Miller grievance 
complaint still not 
resolved 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


Fred Miller, adjunct instructor 
of humanities at NECC, has been, 
in his own words, “Fired.” 


| been fired 


longer be given classes at NECC. 
The letter, provided to the 
Observer by Miller, explains why 
the college chose not to give him 
new classes. 

Dr. Lane Glenn, President David 
Hartleb, and Assistant Dean 
Elizabeth Wilcoxson all declined to 
comment citing that the college does 
not speak publicly regarding person- 
nel issues. 


“As you know, the College has 


Mette Tse 


“Reasons exist that preclude your reap- 
pointment as a continuing education 


faculty member.” 


-Dr. Lane A. Glenn in a Letter to Miller 


On Dec. 21, 2007 Dr, Lane A. 
Glenn, Vice President of Academic 
Affairs, wrote a letter informing 
Miller that he would not be, “reap- 
pointed beyond your current Fall 
2007 appointment.” This means, 


according to Miller, that he will no 


concerns about your ability to fully 
understand plagiarism as well as to 
set a clear example by teaching and 
adhering to the principles of 


authorship and attribution to assure 


that plagiarism in any form does 
See [Miller] page 5 


‘ Aaron Foss photo 
Even the helpful NECC bookstore staff understands the rising cost of school is 
hurting students. 
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New staff, but 


a 


Same 


dedication to you 


Well here we are once again, 
the start of winter semester. Some 
students are returning from the all 
to brief holiday vacation, others 
are first time students who are just 
joining the NECC community, and 
many have left us to continue on. 
The best and worst part about a 
two-year school is how quickly 
people come and go. 

On the Observer staff, many 
have gone and even more have 
come. Daniel Potocki has taken 
over for Joni Quinn as Editor in 
Chief, Robin Czifrik has taken 
over for Jasmin Pastrana, on News, 
Hansel Lopez has taken over for 
Daniel Potocki on Opinions, 
Carlos Olivera has taken over for 
Joe Terlikosky on Sports, Nick 


Sermuksnis has taken over for 
Andy Wahl on the newly 
redesigned Alternative Edge, 
Aaron Foss has returned, replacing 
Melissa Caron as the Copy Editor. 
But not all has changed, Sara 
Codair is still on Arts and 
Entertainment, and Artemis Savory 
is still on Features. 

We at the Observer pledge to 
continue being the voice and free 
press of the NECC student body. 
At the same time we are trying new 
things, like the Alternative Edge 
section, our guide to everything 
that is hip and/or weird. So as we 
begin the long hall through winter, 
remember that you can always seek 
shelter from the cold and warm up 
with the Observer. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
observer 


missions via = 
necc.mass.equ 


“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
and the New England Press Association. 
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MCT campus cartoon 


Now that the FDA has approved 
cloned meat, would you eat it? | 


Dina Brown, Student Activities 
“I’m tending to lean towards being a 
vegetarian, so I don’t know.” 


Photos/Interviews by Artemis Savory and Sara Codair 


Kevin DeMers, Mechanic Design 

“T think that whole idea of cloning is 
impossible. What if something hap- 
pens, like mutation?” 


Tyler Pagley, General Studies 

“Tf it’s cloned it’s got to be the same 
thing, so I don’t see anything wrong 
with it.” 


Greg McCarthy, Physical Education 
“Tf it feeds your hunger, you’ re all set. 
Meat is meat.” 


Sumit Malik, Political law 

“You know I’ve never thought of it 
that way. It just seems a little weird to 
me and I didn t think it was a possibil- 
ity.” 


Kevin Guicho, Liberal Arts 
“T think it’s kind of messed up. You 
don’t know if it’s dangerous.” 


2008 ene it will be 


more of the same 


Will the new year 
finally bring change 
in the USA 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor : 


cee ae 


As 2008 
— just begins to 
unfold and this 
being the first 
issue of the 
Observer of the 
year, I find it fit- 
ting to look 
back at the blur 
that was 2007, 
and raise the 
question: Does 2008 look more prom- 
ising or frightening than last year?. 
With talks of an economic reces- 
sion on the way, no end in sight for the 
war in Iraq and presidential hopefuls 
that really don’t seem to be interested in 
looking out for the people or working 
for a common ground, 2008 may be a 
very grim year. 2007 wasn’t very 
uplifting to say the least. 
Something that seemed to prevail 
in 2007 was ignorance, whether it was 
Don Imus calling the Rutgers basket- 


Dear Editor, 

We as people aren’t aware of the 
issues that don’t benefit or affect us. 
When it comes to a simple ethical 
problem such as allowing a transgen- 
der student to use the male locker 
room, we tend to act irrationally. We 
need to open ourselves up to different 
influences. Not only accept different 
influences (such as beliefs, cultures, 
sexuality, etc...), but also learn from 
them. Equality is absent from our 
world. Everyone deserves to be 
treated equally because life doesn’t 


ball team “nappy headed ho’s”, Jena 6, 
a noose found at Columbia University 
or Dog the Bounty Hunter’s use of a 
racial slur. 

Apparently we haven’t learned 
from the mistakes of the past. America 
shouldn’t have these issues anymore; 
there really is no benefit from this type 
of behavior. I’m pretty sure other 
countries look down on America for 
allowing these actions. To move for- 
ward as a nation we must promote 
racial equality, and while we’re at it 
get rid of the minority tag altogether. 
Who has the authority anyways to 
decide which race is above the others? 

Politics also had its share of set- 
backs in 2007. Despite having a more 
Democrat oriented Congress, a with- 
drawal from Iraq still wasn’t possible 
mainly because of President George W. 
Bush. This is aside from the fact that 
there isn’t an intelligent reason for the 
U.S. to be in Iraq anymore, not that 
there ever was one. 

This was just one half of the equa- 
tion as rumors of a possible invasion of 
Iran grew stronger as the year wore on. 
To make matters worse, the reason 
being issued was that Iran was develop- 
ing nuclear weapons. That excuse is 
similar to the search for weapons 
ofmass destruction in Iraq. 

At least I still question what really 


NECC should embrace 


use a scale. Until we realize this, 
we'll continue to have these ethical 
problems. 

Everyone deserves the same 
rights and pleasures that life has to 
offer; to deprive someone of their 
happiness is unjust. If a transgender 
student at Northern Essex 
Community College wants to be 
viewed as a male, who are we to deny 
their choice? We aren’t familiar with 
our surroundings so when we 
encounter something different to us 
we react with fear. Instead of view- 


di 


goes on in that empty void that is 
President Bush’s mind, what lies 
behind his blank stare and silly ges- 
tures. Now that Karl Rove isn’t there 
to tell him what to do, is he solely Dick 
Cheney’s puppet? Hopefully one day 
all the people working behind Bush 
will be shown for what they really are, 
just like the fraud that was former attor- 
ney general Alberto Gonzalez. We can 
take comfort in knowing this is Bush’s 
last year in office. Now we can only 
hope that whoever wins is not as crazy 
or actually stands for something decent. 

While all this was happening 
America’s ever present obsession with 
celebrity reached pathetic new lows. 
The country followed every second of 
the lives of useless people like Paris 
Hilton via their television sets; in 2007 
TV literally became the idiot box. It’s 
almost like the purpose of the trash 
shown on TY is to distract or desensi- 
tize the viewer of the world going on 
around them. However if they want to 
know what’s going on they can just 
tune in to the Fox news network and get 
their fix. 

Am I saying that 2008 is going to 
be the worse year in American histo- 
ry? Not necessarily, but it doesn’t 
seem like there is going to be enough 
change from the gutter year that was 
2007. 


versity 

ing said issue as a threat, we should 
take that person’s feelings and rights 
under consideration. For years we 
have fought for freedom and equality, 
and: still a transgender student can’t 
use the male locker room. 

Not only are we close-minded, 
but also selfish. What would it cost 
to allow Ethan Santiago to have the 
same rights that a male student at 
Northern Essex Community College 
has? It wouldn’t cost anything, but it 


would mean the world to Ethan. So 
why can’t we allow Ethan to be 


Box 


eases 


Aree 


eae 2 
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“To be stupid, selfish, and have good health are 
three requirements for happiness, though if stupidity 


is lacking, all is lost.” 


- Gustave Flaubert 


“The key of joy is disobedience.” 
- Aleister Crowley 


“Happiness: a good bank account, a good cook, 


and a good digestion.” 


- Jean Jacques Rousseau 


“Happiness is nothing more than good health and a 


bad memory.” 


- Albert Schweitz 


“Most folks are about as happy as they make up 


their minds to be.” 


- Abraham Lincoln 


“Joy is not in things; it is in us.” 
- Richard Wagner 


“The secret of happiness is to make others believe 


they are the cause of it.” 


- Al Batt 


“A person is never happy except at the price of 


some ignorance” 


viewed as a male student? Mainly 
because society wants everyone to be 
“normal” and any differences are 
viewed as a threat. You don’t have to 
donate any time or money, just accept 
a person’s beliefs and decisions. A 
simple act such as allowing someone 
to exercise their right would be a 
huge step towards equality. Is a sim- 
ple “okay” too much to ask for? 

Our duty on this world is to allow 
all people to live their life to the 
fullest. We do not have the right to 


- Anatole France 


deprive someone from the joys that 
life offers, regardless if the person is 
gay, poor, or transgender. We have a 
lot of learning to do, not sciences or 
math, but about ourselves. Once we 
act without factors like fear, stub- 
bomness and selfishness then we can 
truly live life. No one can tell us to 
change the world or how we think, 
but ourselves. 

Sincerly, 

Julio Ortiz 


Vibrant writing goo 


Warm & Fuzzy Thank you 


Dear Editor, 


Dear Editor, 

I am an avid contributor of letters to The Eagle-Tribune and 
The Haverhill Gazette, and as a former school administrator in 
Haverhill, I take an active interest in what goes on in the commu- 
nity. I recently read a copy of the Observer and I was delighted at 
the quality of writing. : 

I must congratulate Professor Mark Palermo’s insight into the 
catastrophe that is “conservative” and his proper understanding of 
what it means to be liberal. He explains, for example, that it was 
unions and workers who got us an eight-hour day, reformed child 
labor, gave us health and safety regulations, seat belts in cars. He 
explains that in most countries where there are no regulations, 
workplaces are hellholes with children and adults being exploited. 

What he doesn’t examine is that conservative thinking is very 
linear. Conservatives are neither abstract thinkers, nor are they 
compassionate. They believe that because they oppose abortion 


and women’s reproductive rights, they are “compassionate.” Yet, 


most conservatives do not examine historical compulsions toward 
war, cannot see through the omnipresent military propaganda in 
our country, and are easily manipulated into nationalistic frenzied 
behavior. 

I always say if you want to stop this Iraq fiasco, start drafting 
middle-class Republican conservatives. 

’ Mr. Palermo also tells us that it was the programs of the 
Democrats that brought electricity into rural areas in the 1930s 
when the “free market” the conservative tout had banks that were 
unwilling to loan to low-income farmers. Had Roosevelt not come 
along with his bold actions, there would be no middle class in 
America today. 

Professor Paul Bamberger writes that the “Army did not teach 
about memory.” His assertions that military training teaches 
young men things like sticking a bayonet in and twisting it to help 
pull out entrails, and that severely wounding someone is better 
than killing him, only details what I already know about military 
buffoons in our midst. They are easily led by their noses and repeat 
the history of their military parents, low income ne’er-do-wells 


with no goals or aims, unemployable in the civilian sector because 
of their poor academic background, and in need of “belonging” to 
a group. Think of the military as a massive gang mentality, and 
then you will understand it. But all is not-complimentary, howev- 
er, at NECC. 

I read Christine Ribiero’s comments about abortion. Her 
remarks are, predictably, infantile. Ms. Ribiero states, “If you do 
not want children, then you should probably not have sex.” I have 
seen rather sophomoric statements in my time, but this one takes 


’ the cake. Ms. Ribiero, doubtless, is also a “good Christian.” 


Somewhere, somehow, Ms. Ribiero discovered women have 
abortions to protect the environment. In itself, this is rather ridicu- 


lous. However, Ms. Ribiero uses this illustration, a bizarre one, to 


glorify her real intention: prevent women from exercising their 
reproductive freedom. What’s next for this young lady? A state- 
ment like, “But what about the rights of the fetus?” 

Conservatives reduce arguments to the absurd saying that my 
fingernail, because it contains DNA, is somehow sacred. Nuts to 
Ms. Ribiero. 

Finally, writers Aaron Foss and Ashley Rogers make some 
valid and not so valid points. On the one hand, young people who 
are not ready emotionally or financially ought not to have children. 
But what do we do? Do we make laws preventing reproduction? If 
we do not have some laws directing people to what they can and 
cannot do, well, we may end up shooting at each other till we are 
all dead. Laws directing parents as to what they can and cannot do 
regarding discipline are an important guideline to protect those 
who cannot protect themselves. License parents? Maybe not a bad 
idea. 

Frankly, as a man now in his 80s, most of the young parents I 
see today are in desperate need of parenting assistance. Too often 
young people parent the same way they were parented. 

My congratulations again to the vibrant writing in the college 
newspaper. It gives the vapid Eagle-Tribune something to emulate: 

Sincerely, 

Dante Ippolito 


I wish to extend a very warm thank you to all who participat- 
ed in donating to Project Warm & Fuzzy. Through your generos- 
ity, I am pleased to report that over 3,500 warm pieces of cloth- 
ing will been donated to the Lazarus House Family Shelter. I 
look forward to working with you again next year to make this 
project an even greater success. May God bless you during this 
holiday season and always. 

Sincerely, 

Ashley Bolis 

Founder, Warm & Fuzzy 


Transgender Issue 


Dear Editor, 

In response to the article on Ethan Santiago, the transgender 
student who filed an official grievance against the school alleg- 
ing gender identity discrimination, I would like to commend the 
school for putting the safety of the student first. 

The college offered Santiago an alternative to using the 
women’s locker room, trying to fulfill his needs. Santiago chose 
to refuse this option. I see this situation as an opportunity for 
Ethan Santiago to educate, not alienate, the administration, as 
well as the student body, to the needs and issues of the transgen- 
der community. 

Sincerely, 

Deb Riley 


s here have been 
previous issue of 


they did not. 
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Holiday Horror 


Different beliefs can 
ruin the holidays for 
some 


By AARON FOSS 
Copy Editor 


So that 
holly jolly time 
of the year has 
come and gone 
once 
That 
time 


more. 

special 
of year 
where the lights 
go up on the 
tree, the often times overplayed 
carols hit the radio, and relatives 
buy you clothes you'll never wear. 
This time the holiday 
seemed to speed by faster than 
Mark Andrews after three martinis, 
but my enjoyment of it wasn’t less- 
ened by its fleetness. 

On my wandering around to 
visit family and friends in the 
weeks leading up to Christmas this 
past year, I managed to get myself 
to Boston to visit my oldest friend 
from high school, one Mr. Matt 
Lacroix and his girlfriend. The city 
was buzzing with holiday happi- 
Decorations adorned every 
available branch and awning and 
one might have thought there was a 
Santa Claus convention in town 


season 


ness. 


after counting the massive number 
of red hats. I was awash it all until 
getting off at the Forest Hills train 
station and as usual finding a man 
bellowing to no one in particular 
about being saved and handing out 
religious flyers to anyone who got 
to close to avoid him. 
Unfortunately, he stood between 
my intended destination and me. I 
ignored his “Excuse me, sir!” and 
his “Do you know Jesus?” as I had 
almost made it out to the street 
my holiday mood 
destroyed 
handle, I heard “Have a fine time in 
hell” and turned around to confront 


before was 


Hand almost to door 


the guy who had so desired my 
attention. Now he had it and I pro- 
ceeded to tear into his belief system 
with verbal jabs and vulgarity that 
would have made a truck driver 
blush. 

I’m never one to openly attack 
anyone else’s religious views 
regardless of how asinine I truly 
find religion to be. Religion as a 
whole may bog down society, but 
vermin like this man are far worse 
as they call themselves tools of 
God, but openly preach hate. How 
dare someone who doesn’t know 
me judge me to the point of sen- 
tencing me to an eternity in brim- 
stone simply because he was pissed 
off that I didn’t take his slip of 


paper. Maybe I was Christian and 
just didn’t want to talk to him. 
Maybe I was in a hurry. Maybe I 
just don’t want religious types fore- 
ing Christ down my throat until 
hold divinity comes out my butt. 
Maybe he just couldn’t get through 
his thick, Bible thumping head that 
I just don’t care. Not about religion, 
Jesus, or a 2,000-year-old book of 
fables that’s responsible for more 
deaths than the Black Plague, 
Hitler, and handguns combined. 
Now the rest of the year, it 
might not have gotten to me. This 
fellow though decided to wish me 
an afterlife of hellfire and smoke at 
Christmas. What a gentle, kind- 
hearted thing to say during the birth 
time of his savior. He managed to 
suck the holiday spirit right out of 
me. Christmas may be commer- 
cialized beyond comprehension and 
shoved in your face, but regardless 
of religious viewpoints, it’s a time 
where everyone should get along. 
Certainly it’s not a time where com- 
plete strangers should be cursed to 
Hell by a troglodytic soapbox 
preacher. It’s a time where good 
feelings envelope the world and as 
species we should try, if even for 
that one day, to strive for what we 
haven’t ever yet achieved. Peace on 
Earth and good will towards men. 
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FDA wrong on meat 


Eating cloned meat is 
wrong, and will have 


health effects 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


Cloned ani- 
mal products 
were deemed 
“mostly” safe 
by the Federal 
1D Fail mag TS 8 
Administration 
(FDA) and the 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 
(USDA) earlier 
last week. 

The primary issue with cloning 
anything is the impossibility to deter- 
mine any issues that may occur. 
Many clones have appeared healthy 
one day and wound up dead later that 
same night. Autopsies often uncover 
no reason for the unplanned death. 
Most clones are born much larger 
than naturally-created offspring. 
Because cloning is so expensive, 
those experimenting with it have 
decided that they will be selling the 
offspring of clones for meat, rather 
than the clone itself. 

Not only could ingesting cloned 
products be potentially hazardous, 
most of the general public seems to 
be appalled at the very idea of doing 
so. Most people probably have no 
idea what cloning entails. 

Reproductive cloning is done by 
removing an adult animal’s genetic 
material and transferring it into 
another animal’s empty cell. In order 


for this new cell to divide, it must be 
treated with chemicals or electric 
current. According to many sources, 
this is where the trouble really 
begins—abnormalities occurring in 
clones have less to do with genetic 
mutations and more to do with issues 
with a change in reaction. Once the 
cell has reached a certain stage, this 
lab-bred embryo is then transferred 
into the uterus of a surrogate female, 
where it will continue to develop 
until its birth. No sperm is involved 
in this procedure. Might this then 
deem male animals far less valuable 
than females? 

Another thing to keep in mind is 
Dolly—the first successful clone of 
all.-It took over 200 attempts to get to 
her. She was born normal, gave birth 
to six offspring, and died at a young 
age of six years. She died from can- 
cer and arthritis. Most of her kind 
live from 11 to 12 years. The expla- 
nation for her early death is this: she 
was cloned from a sheep of about six 
years, meaning that certain parts of 
her body were already aged at her 
birth. So the older. the animal 
cloned—the closer one is to death 
already. 

As if it isn’t enough that people 
are afraid to even think about eating 
cloned meat, the government has 
already decided that it does not want 
to label the meat. Any potential dan- 
gers on the road ahead will be con- 
sumed by all—because we will not 
know regular meat from cloned meat. 
And if, somehow, cloning takes off 
and is very efficient, the rare small 
farms in existence will disappear, and 
anything organic with them. 

Many animals have been suc- 
cessfully cloned. The cloning of 
monkeys, chickens, horses ahd dogs, 
however, have created great compli- 
cations. 


National News 


 — 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Cloned animals are 
safe for food says FDA 


(AP) Just over a decade after 
scientists cloned the first animal, 
the last major barrier to selling 
meat and milk from clones has 
fallen: The U.S. government 
declared this food safe Tuesday. 

Consumer anxiety about 
cloning is serious enough that 
several major food companies, 
including the big dairy producer 
Dean Foods Co. and Smithfield 
Foods Inc., say they aren’t plan- 
ning to sell products from cloned 
animals. 

They would be used primarily 
for breeding, to produce a steady 
supply of cattle that are particular- 
ly tender or for prize dairy cows. 
It would be offspring of clones 
that consumers would eat. 

But it will be hard to tell 
which foods do contain ingredi- 
ents originating from cloned ani- 
mals. The Food and Drug 
Administration ruled that labels 
won’t have to reveal whether the 
food comes from cloned cows, 
pigs or goats, or the clones’ off- 
spring. 

The two main U.S. cloning 
companies, Viagen Inc. and Trans 
Ova Genetics, already have pro- 
duced more than 600 cloned ani- 
mals for U.S. breeders. Those ani- 
mals’ conventionally produced 
offspring can begin selling imme- 
diately. 

“If you have moral objections 
to a particular food, or ethical 
objections to them, FDA’s saying, 
‘Tough, you’ve got to eat it,”” said 
Carol Tucker-Foreman of the 
Consumer Federation of America. 


Cost of higher educa- 
tion on the rise 


(AP) It looks like a calm before 
the storm: A new study shows state 
spending on higher education is up 
sharply this year, but the economic 
slump means the flush times are 
unlikely to last. 

States were slated to increase 
spending on higher education 7.5 
percent to $77.5 billion this fiscal 
year, which in most states began last 
July 1. The percentage increases 
have been rising steadily since fiscal 
2004 according to the report 
released Friday by Illinois State 
University’s Center for the Study of 
Education Policy. 

But with the economy showing 
signs of trouble and the housing 
downturn, state budget forecasts are 
already being trimmed, according to 
recent studies by the National 
Govemors Association and National 
Conference of State Legislatures. 

Typically, spending on higher 
education shoots up quickly in good 
times but is among the first things 
cut in bad ones. 

While some public colleges and 
universities have endowments that 
provide some cushion during down- 
turns, the vast majority rely on two 
sources to pay their bills, state 
appropriations and tuition. When 
appropriations stagnate or decline, 
tuition almost invariably rises 


sharply. 
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Weight Watchers at NECC 


Program on campus 


provides easy access 
By ROBIN CZIFRIK 
News Editor 


Weight Watchers will hold weekly 
meetings at the 
Haverhill cam- 
pus beginning 
Jan. 28, making 
the popular pro- 
gram accessible 
for those with 
| busy schedules. 
: Members 
will meet 12:15 
to 1:00 p.m. on 
Mondays and 
costs $156 for 
the semester. 
Members may also attend additional 
meetings in the community for free. 
According to Dina Brown, 
Director of Student Engagement, 
some insurance companies may pay for 
the program or offer a discount. 
Brown became involved with the 
program at NECC last summer, but 


when the series ended in August there 
wasn’t enough interest to restart it at 
that time. She is hopeful that now is a 
better time to bring it back since weight 
loss is one of the most common New 
Year’s resolutions people make each 
year. “The timing is good and it’s 
another service available at the college. 
I think anyone who is interested could 
benefit,” she said. 

Brown credits Weight Watchers for 
teaching her the essentials needed to 
lose weight — good nutrition, physical 
exercise and lifestyle changes. “It 
teaches you to eat better and make bet- 
ter choices. I’ve lost 25 pounds and 
haven’t given up the things I love. I 
know how to eat better,” Brown said. 

Members set realistic weight loss 
goals and lose weight at a healthy pace. 
Progress is tracked by weekly weigh- 
ins at each meeting. After weighing in, 
different weight management ‘topics 
such as nutrition and behavior modifi- 
cation are discussed. Support and moti- 
vation are also part of the program. 

Meetings are led by members who 
haver lost weight in the program and 
are committed to helping others 
achieve their weight loss goals by edu- 
cating and providing motivatioin and 
support. 


Brown says her weight loss was a 
combination of her commitment to the 
Weight Watchers program and working 
with her NECC personal trainer, Pete 
Tomkins.“I feel healthier,” she said. 

Rob Parker, Coordinator of the 
Wellness and Fitness Center, says that 
personal training has been a very suc- 
cessful program. 

Clients enroll to work out with a 
trainer for 1 hour each week for 12 
weeks at a cost of $50. “I train the stu- 
dents and we'll train together the first 
couple of sessions with the client, then 
the students take over.,” he said. 

“T think the real success of the pro- 
gram is that students come into it with 
so many great skills and experience,” 
said Parker. 

Weight Watchers began as informal 
gatherings hosted by Jean Nidetch in 
her Queens, NY home in the 1950s. 
Since then, the program has continued 
to evolve and now has millions of 
members worldwide. 


For more infromation about 
Weight Watchers at NECC, call Dina 
Brown at 978-556-3732. To learn 
more about personal training, call 
Rob Parker at 978-556-3823. 


Miller no longer teaching 


Continued from Page 1 


not occur,” writes Glenn in the 
letter. ‘ 

Miller upon receiving the letter 
sent an email to Glenn, a copy of 
which was given to the Observer 
by Miller. 

“Believe it or not I fully under- 
stand, but do not agree with your 
position,” writes Miller in the email 
to Lane Glenn, “there is no doubt in 
my mind that the document History 
of Radio, compiled by Fred Miller, is 


plagiaristic... The plagiarism was 
not intentional; the original apology 
to Elizabeth Wilcoxson was valid 
and sincere and should have been 
left alone... At that point I should 
have let the dust settle and taken a 
wait and see attitude. There was also 
no plan to reuse the document in 
spring 2008.” 

To complicate matters, Miller 
and NECC are still in the middle of 
settling his second grievance com- 
plaint filed before Miller was fired. 
Miller filed the second complaint 
with the Massachusetts Community 


College Council against the school. 
In the second complaint Miller 
alleges discrimination by the school 
on the basis of age and gender. He 
also alleges in the second complaint 
that the school retaliated against him 
for filing his first complaint by push- 
ing the plagiarism allegation. 

Miller hopes that he can settle 
his grievances with the college and 
start teaching at NECC again. 

“T want to be able to teach again 
and I want to be able to teach at the 
level I was at,” he said. 


Book prices on the rise 


Continued from Page | 


students, and a $352 rate for 
Out-of-State/Foreign students, 
according to college Bursar material. 
The most common complaint among 
students seemed to once again be the 
cost of textbooks. 

“Book costs are simple capitalist 
terrorism,” said Babak Alian. “I 
would like to see the palatial estates 
of the guys that own the publishing 
companies.” 

Even bookstore employees real- 
ize the toll that rising costs are taking 
on student wallets. 


“It sucks because the prices rise 
and we can’t control it. The publish- 
ers set the prices and it makes it hard 
to buy books,” said Lis Potter, a stu- 
dent and bookstore cashier. 

Micah Maltais of Haverhill 
agreed had a solemn look as he 
agreed with his coworker. 

“lve worked here this January 
and it’s tough for students. I put a lot 
more new books on the shelf. 
They’re expensive and with used 
books students don’t get a lot back 
and that’s worse as I see it,” said 
Maltais. 


Despite the financial woes it can 
bring, students are still bent on 
attending college and moving on to a 
four-year program and in exchange 
for their money, Northern Essex 
offers many a feeling of competence 
and trust in the staff and educators 
here. 

“I know the tuition costs are a 
lot, but I continue to come here 
because of the teachers and the help- 
ful people,” said Ciaramitaro. 

Alain added, “ I like it here. It’s 
a great place and I feel like I’m get- 
ting a lot out of it.” 


New learning Communities offered for spring 


NECC is offering three new 
learning communities this semester: 
“Virtual YoU”, “Work and Wealth”, 
and “Comparing Civilizations II.” 

Learning communities allow stu- 
dents to enroll in two or more cours- 
es that have a theme-based curricu- 
lum. Instructors plan and teach the 
courses together, which are geared 


toward a particular theme with com- 
mon readings and activities. 

There’s still time to sign up for 
one of this semester’s offerings. 
“Virtual YoU links Computer 
Applications and English 
Composition I, “Work and Wealth” 
links English Composition I and 
College Reading, and “Comparing 


Civilizations II” links World 
Literature I] and World Civilization 
I. 

For days and times of classes, 
visit www.necc.mass.edu/learning 
communities. For more information 
on learning communities contact 
Carolyn Cohen at 978-556-3385 or 
ccohen@necc.mass.edu. 


NECC offers transition to college program 


High school and GED recipients, 
nonnative English speakers and others 
who may need additional support 
before enrolling in college are invited to 
participate in the Transition to College 
Program. 

The free program is designed for 
those who are serious about attending 
college but first want to refresh their 


academic skills, become familiar with 
college culture, and research career 
options. 

In addition to building math, read- 
ing and writing skills, students will 
acquire study and time management 
skills, get help with college admissions 
and financial aid applications, and par- 
ticipate in career choice testing. 


Students will also enroll in a free three- 
credit “Computers for Beginners” class. 

Students will meet Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6 to 9 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on the 
Lawrence campus. 

To register or for more informa- 
tion, contact Lynn Ricketts at 978- 
738-7622 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Mubarak endorses U.S. 
mideast peace deal 


Egypt (AP) - Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Wednesday endorsed U.S. hopes 
for an Israeli-Palestinian peace 
plan this year and said he will 
work hand in hand with the U.S 
and other nations to make it hap- 
pen. 

President Bush, closing his 
trip to the Mideast, said “nations 
in the neighborhood” are willing 
to help Israelis and Palestinians 
reach a Mideast peace deal. 

Bush said he'll remain 
engaged in Mideast peacemak- 
ing and return to the region. 

Bush said. “When IJ say I’m 
optimistic we can get a deal 
done, I mean what I’m saying.” 

Mubarak said he stressed in 
his talks with Bush that the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict is at 
the core of problems and turmoil 
in the Middle East. Bush has 


expressed a desire to reach an 
agreement before he leaves 
office in January 2009. 

“We are keen on supporting 
peace efforts,” Mubarak said. 
“We are ready, hand-in-hand 
with the United States of 
America,” and others to work for 
the “sake of a comprehensive 
and just peace, to put an end to 
this Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
to open new horizons for the 
Middle East for a more peaceful 
and secure future.” 


Cambodian gov’t bars 
Mia Farrow from hold- 
ing ceremony to press 
China on Darfur crisis. 


Cambodia (AP) - The 
Cambodian government said it 
will not allow American actress 
Mia Farrow to hold a ceremony 
at a former Khmer Rouge prison 
as part of her efforts to draw 
attention to the crisis in Sudan. 

Farrow, working with the 

Dream for Darfur advocacy 
group, had planned to light an 
Olympic-style torch Sunday at 
the Khmer Rouge’s infamous 
Tuol Sleng torture house to urge 
China to press Sudan to end 
abuses in Darfur. 
_ The group claims China has 
protected Khartoum at-the U.N. 
Security Council and _ sold 
weapons to the Sudanese gov- 
ernment, while making Sudanese 
oil purchases that have helped 
fund genocide there. 

“They are not doing this for 
humanitarian reasons but 
because they have a political 
agenda against China,” govern- 
ment spokesman Khieu 
Kanharith said. 

China is one of Cambodia’s 
major trading partners and was 
also the biggest backer of the 
Khmer Rouge’s communist 
regime in the 1970s, which led to 
the deaths of an estimated 1.7 
million Cambodians. 

Thousands of Khmer Rouge 
prisoners were tortured at the 
Tuol Sleng prison before being 
executed at the site known as 
“the killing fields.” 
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Day of handling 
birds does not end in 
blood. 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


The tiny 
bird pranced 
around, flailing 
wings and rain- 
ing feathers as 
he fell to the 
floor, Theresa 
and “I chased 
after him, near- 
ly knocking 
over giant flash 
bulbs, as the four artists looked on, 
and I was wondering, for the first 
time, why had agreed to this. 

Animal Episodes had received a 
call from well-known photography, 
Jeffrey Coolidge. Although Animal 
Episodes has been winding down, 
due to Carlene White’s Service Dog 
Project, a call will come in every 
now and then, which White will 
sometimes respond to. Animal 
Episodes has been around for years 
and provides animals and handlers 
for all sorts of commercials, adver- 
tisements and movies around the 
country. 

When this call came in, Theresa, 
White’s people-person, called me up. 
Having worked for White for years, 
I'd grown envious’ of her problem- 
solving skills and training talents. | 
jumped at the chance for a challenge. 
White’s horror tales of working with 
muddy male goats and packs of pigs 
did not deter me so much as invite 
me to participate in something like a 
life-changing event. 

The trip to Bolton was rather 
uneventful. Out primary parakeets, 
Sky (blue) and Verde (green) sat 
preening one another in the cage on 
the backseat, while our backups, 
Emily and Jack (also blue and green), 
screamed their beaks off in the pet 
carrier out back. I was soon to learn 
that this studio we were visiting was 
actually part of Coolidge’s impres- 
sive house. 

Inside the studio there was a rock 


wall against the far wall, which of 


course, made me want to climb, but | 
resisted. Two elaborate monitors 
were in the center of the studio, and 
the camera connected to them was set 
on a pole that reached nearly as high 
as the ceiling and down to the floor. 
This gave a camera-person nearly 
every possible angle to work from 

A sturdy table of wood horses 
and plywood, and a white backdrop, 
sported a white cage with missing 
sides. The sides that were nonexist- 
ent at the time were made of plexi- 
glass and could later be replaced, as 
they were removeable. The cage 
itself contained two clears bowls, one 
for feeding and the other for water, at 
opposite ends. A wavy perch existed 
in this cage. 

Coolidge was all smiles at our 
arrival. He seemed genuinely pleased 
to see us. We put the tall net for cap- 
turing any escapees in the corner. A 
Jack Russel Terrier greeted us almost 
immediately, then proceeded to 
“dribble” the ball she was playing 
with—passing it from front paw to 
front paw as she ran along the floor. | 
wondered briefly why Coolidge 
couldn’t handle the birds himself, 
since he had obviously trained his 
dog in some things. 

After kicking the dog from the 
room, the photographer told us to try 


getting both birds onto the perch. 
Theresa pulled on rough garden 
gloves and, after some struggling, 
pulled Verde from the cage. I didn’t 
bother with gloves, preferring instead 
to retrieve Sky with my bare hands. 
His bite was not so strong as to draw 
blood, and one I had his head 
between my fingers in a vice-like 
grip, his beak could no longer find 
flesh to nip at. He was not happy to 
be held, and continued to put up quite 
a fight. 

It took Theresa a few tries to set 
Verde on the perch, after the bird fell 
off the table and dragged itself across 
the floor a few times, but eventually 
she was still on the perch. Verde 
seemed to like the camera—she 
stood tall and looked into its face. 
The flash nearly gave me a stroke, so 
I can’t imagine what it was like for 
the poor little parakeet, but she 
seemed rather dazed once it was 
over, as she stood there, teetering 
unsteadily from foot to foot. 

Next was my bird. I took a deep 
breath and stepped up to the cage. I 
tried putting him on the perch near 
Verde, but he took off screaming, 
spazzing his wings until he dropped 
off the other side of the table. I 
walked over and picked him up. I 
tried putting him on the perch again 
and failed. This time Verde was 
affected by the negative energy of 
her partner and started freaking out 
as well. 

Finally, Coolidge said we could 
put one bird on at a time. I took Verde 
and Theresa took Sky. She had the 
patience needed to get the bird on the 
perch. He glowered away from the 
camera, toward the back of the room, 
his head low and back flat. He han- 
dled the flash relatively well, but 
refused to look into the camera, no 
matter how many time we called or 
Theresa chirped 

Later, Coolidge and his attendant 
merged a couple of the pictures 
together, so that it looked as though 
Verde and Sky had been sitting on the 
same perch together, and it was 
impossible to tell that the pictures 
had been taken separately. On the 
left, Verde was looking into the cam- 
era, and on the right, Sky was glow- 
ering in Verde’s direction. It was per- 


through and their work is done. 


fect. 

Coolidge and his friend changed 
the backdrop to blue and he took 
more pictures of Verde with the high- 
tech camera. She was our calm and 
collected star of the day. 

Jeffrey Coolidge has taken pic- 
tures for many clients, including 
Kodak, Dunkin Donuts and Staples. 
Some of these include animals, and 
his own dog, Diesel. Much of his 
photography features an in-focus 
object with a blurred background. 

Animal Episodes may have 
endured its grunt work in the past, 
but it still lingers today. Until the 
next call with more birds, donkeys 
and dogs. 


" Arternis Savory photo 
The Service Dog Project is slowly replacing Animal 
Episodes--although some of these great danes have 
already been in commercials--such as a lottery ad. 


This picture, featuring rottweiler Rocco, could be 
used as an advertisement for the wooden highchair. 


4 4 
Theresa Dickson photo 


From left to right, Sky and Verde stand quietly in their cage, happy that the day is 
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Drums and dance and plays, oh my! 


From dance to drum 


circles there are plen- 
ty of arts at NECC 


By SARA COoDAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


As usual, there are many outlets 
for students to express their talents in 
all aspects of the arts here at NECC. 
There are new clubs forming in visu- 
al arts and music, exciting new dance 
classes, plays and a redesigned music 
major. 

The Still Point performance will 
take place in the end of April, and will 
include pieces from the varying dance 
classes and the dance club. 

New this semester if the Afro- 
Caribbean dance class. Afro- 
Caribbean covers traditional west 
African dances and some African 
based Caribbean dances. : 

“We will be learning drumming, 
dancing and a couple of songs. We will 
have probably five different (short) 
performance pieces - based on the var- 
ious styles.” Said Lisa Leake, the 
instructor of the class. 

The course is Leake’s own 
creation, and she has lots of experience 
with African dance. 

“TJ perform and teach African 
dance throughout New England, and 
the United States or abroad - wherever 
we get the gigs.” Said Leake “I per- 
form with my husband/partner/musi- 
cian, who taught me the drumming 
languages of our various genres. We 
have both studied directly with 
Ghanaian, Senegalese, Burkino 
Fassoan, Ivory Coastal, Haitian, 
Cuban, Puerto Rican, Dominican, and 
other - master dancers and drummers.” 


She is currently in a Senegalese 
dance company, which will begin per- 
forming this spring. 

According to Leake, there are 
many benefits for the students who 
decide to take this three credit class. 
These benefits include improved 
health, self esteem, social etiquette, 
historic and cultural awareness. 

“Students will learn some very 
cool grooves that accent both the upper 
and lower body parts - can be angular, 
sharp and percussive. African dance is 
the backbone of Western Jazz dance, 
and influenced modern dance, as well 
- so anybody interested in these dance 
styles MUST learn about Afro- 
Caribbean genres.” said Leake. 

The class is more than just danc- 
ing. The dances are to drummed 
music, and in order to do the dances 
properly, a basic understanding of 
musical notation and counting is nec- 
essary. Therefore, Leake _ said, 
“Students will learn a lot about musi- 
cal notation and counting, while play- 
ing the drumming patterns and vocal- 
izing the syllables.” 

“Anybody can dance African 
movements and really look good. The 
physical work-out is incredible, and 
the fun factor enormous.” said Leake. 

If you’re into drumming, but not 
into dance, there is a student Drum 
Circle that meets on Wednesday after- 
noons. 

The Student Drum Circle was 
started, last semester by NECC _ stu- 
dent Anthony Gan. People are encour- 
aged to bring there own drums, but 
there will be a couple extra’s of you 
don’t own one. 

The music major has been 
rearranged. Instead of being a liberal 
arts option, it is now a general studies 
option. This changed was made so 
more music classes could be required, 
allowing the students involved in it to 


Three African style drums used at 


Sa ara Codaie photo 


a drum circle meeting last semester. 


The Afro-Caribbean dance class will have a drumming component to it as well. 


—————_— §4-——_---———_ 


African dance is the backbone of 


transfer to four year schools as juniors. 

The unofficial visual arts club that 
was started near the end of last semes- 
ter will also continue this spring. 
According to James Barrile, the stu- 
dent who started the club, they are still 
unofficial because the Student Senate 
has not yet voted on their club status 
yet. 

They have not had any meetings 
yet this semester, so they haven’t made 
any specific plans for this semester yet. 

The Top Notch players will be put- 
ting on a production of “The Diary of 
Anne Frank.” They held auditions at 
the end of last semester. 


Western Jazz 


dance, 


and has 


influenced modern dance as well. 


-Lisa Leake 


Depp beats Zombie in fan’s eyes 


By AARON Foss 
Copy Editor 


I truly had 
to sit and dwell 
over the single 
best movie of 


2007. In a 
year with 
many top con- 
tenders it 
always came 
back to Johnny 
Depp in the 


end. No, I'm 
not some obsessed Depp super fan, 
but he is quite obviously the most 
versatile actor in film today, even if 
not the best. He proves my point in 
two of last year’s best films, “Pirates 
of the Caribbean: At World’s End” 
and “Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street.” 

Sweeney Todd is Tim Burton’s 
masterful adaptation of the Stephen 
Sondheim musical and stars Depp as 
the title character, a wrongfully 
imprisoned man out for revenge 
against the man who wronged him in 
Alan Rickman’s Judge Turpin. 
Helena Bonham Carter and Sasha 
Baron Cohen round out a top notch 
cast in a movie that is Burton’s 
masterwork. It’s not a musical in the 
way you think of them with some 
goofy stuff happening, then a 
ridiculously large group of people 
suddenly erupt into choreographed 
dance. Very little of the movie is 
actual dialogue , instead the songs 
are anguished confessionals from the 
characters that drive the story 
forward. 

The film struggles to find a genre 


not because it’s bad, but because 
there is so much in it. It will please 
fans of the original play as a stand 
alone piece, has enough gore to make 
every horror fan happy, and main- 
tains Burton’s dark sense of humor to 
make you laugh. It is a must see, but 
inching it out by a peg leg’s length is 
At World’s End, the end cap of 
Disney’s ridiculously successful 
Pirates of the Caribbean trilogy. 

Despite a lot of complaints about 
being hard to follow as a story, which 
disappear if you just pay attention, 
this film is outstanding. The special 
effects are beyond amazing and 
would have Errol Flynn salivating. 
Had the technology existed in his 
time of the 1930’s age of pirate films, 
this is what he would have wanted 
his flicks to be. Once again Depp 
plays Captain Jack Sparrow, this time 
teamed up with the brilliant Geoffrey 
Rush as Barbossa and the rest of his 
crew to take on Bill Nighy’s Davey 
Jones in a be all end all battle of 
swashbucklers. Likes <= it:s 
predecessor’s “At World’s End” 
blends humor, rollicking action, and 
enough plot to keep it all nicely 
together. Like Ferris Bueller and 
Forrest Gump before him, Depp’s 
Captain Jack is the most memorable 
and endearing character in film this 
decade. Beyond all that, it’s just the 
most fun I had at the movies last 
year, and that’s what movies are 
about, entertaining me as a fan. 

On the other end of the spectrum, 
the most atrocious movie of 2007 
was writer/director Rob Zombie’s 
horrid remake of “Haltoween.” Ill 
make it clear right of the bat that I 
hate Rob Zombie as a director. 
House of 1,000 Corpses was a 


MCT Campus photo 


Johnny Depp stars in “Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End” as Captain Jack 


Sparrow. 


complete rip-off of the Tobe Hooper 
horror classic “The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre” under the guise of a film 
that pays homage. 

The only slightly more palatable 
“The Devil’s Rejects” failed 
miserably and bored me to the point 
I wanted to just simply stop watching 
more than once. I’m saying all this as 
a horror aficionado since age six and 
a person who eagerly wants someone 
new to step up and save the horror 
genre from the remake heavy, Eli 
Roth snuff film horror that has ruled 
over it for the last five years. 
Zombie has had three chances now to 
wow me and hasn’t even come close; 
sad considering like myself he is an 
admitted fan of the horror genre from 


a young age. 

“Halloween” is not a remake in 
the true sense because it never makes 
up it’s mind as to what it is, bouncing 
between prequel and step for step 
remake halfway through. The words 
“re-imagining” and “reinvention” got 
thrown around a lot with the publici- 
ty for this film to cover its obvious 
flaws. Zombie’s script tells no story 
other than Micheal Myers was bul- 
lied at school and had an abusive 
stepfather. The uninspired reasons 
they give for Myer’s evil ways reads 
like a bad 70’s after school special. 

The acting is ungodly bad, but 
filling the shoes of the late actor 
Donald Pleasence’s Dr. Loomis and 
Jamie Lee Curtis’s Laurie Strode in 


the vehicle that made her a star was 
never going to happen. John 
Carpenter’s 1978 film is a classic 
piece of cinema that builds itself 
superbly through raw tension and 
amazing acting, while Zombie’s 
lacks both of those things in vast 
amounts. It’s pretty obvious to any- 
one with even a bit of a keen eye for 
good cinema that Zombie can’t direct 
and is even worse at tryimg to tell a 
story. Attempting to remake the orig- 
inal Halloween was an exercise in 
futility from the start and this film 
sits as king upon an already stinking 
heap of. recent horror remake 
garbage. The only terrifying thing 
about it is that so many people went 
to see it. 
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-- MINE SAYS, 
“BEST BEFORE THE 
APOCALYPSE”... 
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“What do you think, Bernie? | went to the spa 
and got me one of those chemical peels!” 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Actor Kilmer 
4 Trivial amount 
7 “The Waste 
Land” poet 
14 ___ been had! 
15 Ill temper 
16 Site of Dante's 


tomb 

17 Southeast Asian 
nation 

19 Manual of 
Tennis 

20 Asian country 

22 Begley and 
Wynn 

23 Asian sea 

24 Ultimate degree 

25 Impulse 

26 San 

27 Has permission 

28 Clam’s cousin 

30 Dancer Miller 

31 Light touch 

32 Have supper 

33 Singer Maines 

35 Lures into 
danger 

39 Whale groups 

40 Pigeon sound 

41 Besmirch 

42 Arm bulge 

45 Make a blunder 

46 Chihuahua 
money 

47 Arab leader 

48 Saute 

49 Halo 

50 To the point 

51 Spicy stew 

55 “Carmen” writer 

57 Male hawk used 
in falconry 

58 Send to school 

59 Building wing 

60 Hill builder 

61 Wastelands 

62 Anil or woad 

63 Paulo, Brazil 


DOWN 

1 “_ Zapata!” 

2 Local birds 

3 “Shampoo” co- 
star 

4 Last 

5 Persia, today 

6 Arranges in 
pairs 


2a fal 
PPC 


oe 


Leb pF Peake || 


Naw You Can Ake 
weeks off Inve 


Citus!!” SN 


Als AYN 
{\- Be a A 


www. kchnicLes. com 


feokest 
WES 


ma! 
i 
ill 


© 2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


All rights reserved. 


7 Something to 
plight? 
8 Poet Teasdale 
9 “Mrs. Bridge” 
author Connell 
10 Writer Deighton 
11 Buries 
12 Skittish 
13 Dangling frill 
18 Comparison 
conjunction 
21 Hog housing 
25 Exploiter 
26 Singer Peerce 
27 Hotel 
employees 
28 Small-scale 
29 Do-others 
separator 
31 Drop heavily 
32 Broke, asa 
code 
34 Impersonator 
36 Western 
Hemisphere* 
37 Rose Bowl 
Parade city 
38 Overflow letters 


Solutions 
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42 Smiled broadly 

43 Obstruct 

44 Lemon, orange, 
etc 

45 Pitcher’s stat 

46 Run smoothly 

48 Absconds 


49 Fred's first 
partner 

51 Bradley or Sharif 

52 Riga resident 

53 Greasy 

54 Singing voice 

56 Cool down 
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Holy Writers Strike, Batman! 


Nothing on TV? Welcome to 
comic books! 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


On December 10th, I sat 
down in front of my televi- 
sion to watch the next 
episode of NBC's new come- 
dy-action series “Chuck.” It 
follows an awkward twenty- 
something who accidentally 
gets the entire U.S. govern- 
ment database downloaded 
into his brain and subse- 
quently subjected to use said 
information to stop terrorist 

attacks while the original database is being 
rebuilt. Long story short: It's awesome! 

The problem is, when I turned on the televi- 

* sion, my excitement for the new episode was 
quickly dashed away when I realized in last 
week's episode it announced that “Chuck” would- 

* n't return until after the New Year, partly due to 
the current Writers Guild of America strike going 
on in Hollywood. My brain screamed in geek 
rage and I imagined myself throwing a tantrum 
around the room but didn't get that far because I 
think I was at my girlfriend's house at the time. 
Stupid girls... 

As a writer, | completely support their desire 
to be more recognized and well compensated in 
an entertainment industry that wouldn't exist 
without their profession. On the other hand, my 
inner nerd screams for justice every time Monday 
rolls around and there is no “Chuck” to enjoy. I 
believe this has been affecting a lot of people, so 
I thought I'd be helpful and give you alternative 
options when pursuing entertainment needs. 

Several years ago I discovered a separate 


entertainment medium that goes overlooked by 
the mass audience. It's called comic books, graph- 
ic novels, pretty pictures with word-filled bal- 
loons, whichever floats your boat. If you love tel- 
evision and you love reading, then comic books 
have the best of both worlds. 

I think it's safe to say that everyone knows or 
has heard of what a comic book is. They are most 
commonly connected with superheroes (like 
Spider-Man), and that's fine. The majority of 
comics today revolve around superheroes and 
that might be what turns off a lot of people from 
giving them a shot. Not a fan of tights? Not to 
worry, there is more in comics to enjoy than 
super-exaggerated muscles and cheesy sound 
effects. Several imprints have been circulating 
from various comic book companies that offer 
readership more than just colorful action heroes. 
DC's Vertigo imprint has led the charge with 
alternative comics where the majority doesn't 
involve superheroes. 

Transmetropolitan (by Warren Ellis and 
Darick Robertson): A brutal look at what our near 
future could look like from the eyes of a vulgar, 
but very honest journalist named Spider 
Jerusalem. He returns to the city after a five-year 
hiatus in the mountains, reviving to his column to 
bring people the news they need to hear, even if 
it's questionable. My words on this series doesn't 
do it justice, it's something you'll have to experi- 
ence for yourself. 

Y: The Last Man (by Brian K. Vaughan and 
Pia Guerra): The story of the last man on Earth, 
Yorick Brown, who survived a plague that wiped 
out every living being with a Y chromosome on 
the planet. You probably think this could be 
turned into a glorified porno film, but it's a seri- 
ous, entertaining, and sometimes humorous look 
as Yorick, Ampersand the monkey (the only other 
male not to be affected by the plague), and his 
female allies travel across the country to find 


See [Comics] page 10 
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Vertigo Comics Courtesy photo 
Just because you’re the last guy on Earth doesn’t mean you’re the 
luckiest as the plot of Y: The Last Man illustrates. 


Rivier College offers small 
classes and hands-on 
experience in more than 


30 undergraduate majors. 
Transfer scholarships available for full-time 


day students. 
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@ Social Studies Education 
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@ Spanish 


Rivier College is a Roman Catholic, 
co-educational institution in Nashua, 
New Hampshire — the heart of New 
England. Call 1-800-447-4843 or 
visit www. rivier.edu to learn more. 


Build your mind. Build your spirit. 
Build your dreams. Build your skills. 
Build your future at Rivier College. 
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Comics are not affected Prostitution study 
by Writers’ strike 


Continued from Page 9 

a way in saving humanity. I'd 
give this series six stars out of a five 
star rating. It's just that good! 

Lucifer (by Mike Carey and vari- 
ous): It's about Lucifer giving up his 
position as ruler of Hell and coming 
to Earth to open a jazz bar. That 
sounds silly, but the series carries a 
serious tone. It's another one of those 
books that you have to experience for 
yourself. If you're looking for some- 


his virginity to his one true love. He 
travels around the world on tours pro- 
moting his new book. At the begin- 
ning of the series, he finds out that his 
girlfriend is murdered while living in 
Africa as a relief worker and it sends 
Adam and his beliefs in a downward 
spiral as he tries to solve the mystery 
of her murder. I've only read the first 
volume to this eccentric series, but 
I'm already craving the next one. 
Also, if you do like superheroes 


0 a 


“If you love television and you love 
reading, then comic books have the 
best of both worlds.” 


thing contemporary, filled with super- 
natural elements, and a lot of dark 
humor then this is the book for you. If 
you're incredibly religious and 
believe that an ongoing series about 
the Devil is devastatingly wrong, then 
don't pick this up. It's entertainment. 
Enjoy it. 

American Virgin (by Steven T. 
Seagle and Becky Coonan): A short- 
lived series about Adam 
Chamberlain, a religious activist and 
one of the most famous Christians in 
the United States. He's famous for 
being a virgin, saying that God spoke 
to him and told him only to give up 


then there are a plethora of great titles 
to choose from. Some characters (like 
Spider-Man) have decades long his- 
tory, but don't be afraid. It's relatively 
easy to jump on a book, and if you 
need extra help there are plenty of 
places to go to find background infor- 
mation. 

I hope the selections I've offered 
you are something to look into. This 
writers' strike could carry on for a 
while, so I feel it is my duty to let 
people in on one of entertainment's 
most underrated mediums. Welcome 
to The Sequential Report; see you in 
the funny pages! 


An analytical look at 
illegal street-level 


prostitution. 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


Rogue 
economist 
Steven D. 
Levitt, the 
author of the 
Bb 0 og Kk 
j Freakonomics, 
is at it again. In 
his new paper 
“An Empirical 
Analysis of 
Street-Level Prostitution,” Levitt 
examines the industry of illegal 
Prostitution in the Chicago area. 
Levitt and his team surveyed prosti- 
tutes, pimps, and their customers, 
totaling 2,200 sexual acts by 160 
prostitutes. The bulk of the data was 
collected by trackers who either 
observed the acts taking place, or 
surveyed the individuals after the 
fact. Some people, myself included, 
applaud Levitt for doing research that 
few others would dare to, or care 
about doing. Yet others are appalled 
by what they consider an inappropri- 
ate and obscene publicity stunt. 
Either way the study does raise some 
interesting questions and ideas, the 
following are just a few of the find- 


ings from the study. 

The study found that arrests for 
prostitution are geographically con- 
centrated, meaning that acts of pros- 
titution are highly concentrated, usu- 
ally by train stations, and high traffic 
roads. This stands into contrast to 
many other forms of crime. 


Prostitutes who work with pimps 
are paid on an efficiency wage, and 
are less likely to be arrested. 

Most or least surprising, depend- 
ing on your outlook is the fact that 
law enforcement statistically has lit- 
tle effect on illegal prostitution. 
While prostitutes are often taken into ~ 


“Statistically speaking, a prostitute is 
arrested only once for every 450 sex 


acts.” 


-One of the papers findings 


In terms of dollars and cents, a 
working prostitute makes about 
$27.00 an hour, which is far greater 
than the reported $7.00 dollars an 
hour they would make legally. This is 
offset however by the relatively few 
hours most prostitutes work, making 
their yearly income below $20,000. 
Interestingly, African American cus- 
tomers on average pay less for serv- 
ices that any other ethnicity. 

For that money the prostitute 
engages in over 300 instances of 
unprotected sex in a year, and close 
to a dozen instances of violence. 
Unprotected sex counts for 25 per- 
cent of sexual services, which means 
a total of close to 12,000 sex acts a 
year on average. Repeat customers 
get a discount. 


police custody, rarely are official 
charges filed. Statistically speaking, 
a prostitute is arrested only once for 
every 450 sex acts. The customers of 
prostitutes are even less likely to be 
arrested. 

Most shocking is the high num- 
ber of police officers who engage in 
sexual activities with prostitutes. 
Among prostitutes not working for 
pimps roughly 3 percent of sex acts 
are freebies given to police officers. 

Any way you cut it, it is an inter~ 
esting study, and one that will only 
see more press when the final version 
is released this April. 

You can get a full copy of the 
study at the following website, 
www.economics.uchicago.edu/pdf/P 
rostitution%:205.pdf. 


Aries - Accumulated 
debt and private legal 


paperwork may soon 


Aries require active discussion. 
Early this week, family members 
may be strongly motivated to reveal 
recent mistakes or setbacks. Group 
decisions will work to your advan- 
tage: Rely on consistent facts and 
watch for loved ones to offer detailed 
financial information or obvious 
pathways to success. After Thursday, 
a complex social or romantic reversal 
may trigger subtle group tensions. 
Remain detached: Passions will be 


high. 


Taurus - After several 
re) weeks of competing egos, 
co-workers are now help- 
Taurus F with complex proce- 
dures or faulty instructions. Accept 
all new suggestions and present a 
cheerful public attitude: This is a 
strong time for revising difficult proj- 
ects or building added trust between 
colleagues. Do, however, study 
financial documents and vital paper- 
work for errors. Friday through 
Sunday accents fast home decisions. 
New financial strategies are key: 


Remain determined. 
{] confidence is now due to 
return. Geminis born prior 
Geniné to 1984 will this week 
explore controversial relationships or 
return to past lovers. Both are posi- 
tive but may remain poorly defined 
for the next 11 weeks. Carefully con- 
sider all long-term promises or time 
commitments and all will be well. 
Later this week, a recently disgrun- 
tled colleague may relinquish control 
of an important work project. Don't 


Gemini - Romantic 


hesitate to take action: Powerful 
opportunities are available. 


—ty Cancer - A_ close 
e) friend will this week offer 
valuable advice concern- 
ing a complex social tri- 
angle. Subtle romantic attractions 
may be an underlying influence. If 
possible, avoid bold public com- 
ments. Discretion and loyalty are 
now Vital to the success of long-term 
relationships: Stay focused. Late 
Thursday, some Cancerians may 
begin an exotic and highly private 
love affair. Distant travel, new ideas 
and financial choices are accented: 
Trust your first impressions and all 
will be well. 


Leo - Over the next 
JS, d few days, a quiet flirtation 
will intensify. Someone 

Lee close may now wish to set 

a faster pace in a key relationship. If 
so, expect dramatic outbursts and 
minor confrontations. Before mid- 
week, friends and potential lovers 
may need to resolve lingering issues 
of isolation or self-doubt. Go slow: 
Detailed discussions will be neces- 
sary. After Thursday, a key official 
may demand completed documents 


or finalized records. Stay alert: 
Accuracy and timing are vital. 

Virgo - After 

Monday, established 


home routines may prove 
scattered and unreliable. 
At present, loved ones may expect 
unrealistic progress concerning fami- 
ly disagreements, planned events or 
long-term property renovations. Take 
time to explain all limits, daily 
schedules and expectations: 


Virgo 


Someone close may need detailed 
information in order to feel secure. 


‘Tuesday through Friday, a minor 


social dispute may quickly escalate. 
Remain diplomatic: An optimistic 
response is best. 
Libra - Subtle roman- 
Q tic comments are now 
tis highly meaningful. Over 
Libra the next few days, some 
Librans will experience a steady 
increase in workplace flirtation. New 
relationships, although briefly 
delayed, will lead to lasting passion: 
Expect only minor hesitations from 
new friends or lovers. After mid- 
week, older colleagues and business 
partners may reveal unusual social 
information or offer rare compli- 
ments. Private humor and witty 
remarks are also accented: Respond 
with new acceptance. 


] Scorpio - Work habits, 
personal style and produc- 
Sconpia tivity are now a strong 


concern for key officials. 
A recent phase of slow business 
progress and demanding social poli- 
tics needs to end. After Tuesday, 
expect new workplace guidelines and 
revised business standards. 
Wednesday through Friday, financial 
contracts will require extra documen- 
tation: If possible, avoid long-term 
debt. Late this weekend, rest and dis- 
cuss subtle family changes with 
loved ones. New budgets will be 


accepted. 
ittarius ate valuable social oppor- 
tunities. Several days of 
low confidence and inward thought 


Sagittarius - Planned 
events and group celebra- 
tions will this week cre- 


now need to fade. Remain dedicated 
to improved fitness and foster new 
friendships: You won't be disappoint- 
ed. After Tuesday, a serious phase of 
romantic expansion arrives. For 
many Sagittarians, a surprising flirta- 
tion will soon offer intriguing possi- 
bilities and meaningful promises: 
Don't hesitate to explore all new invi- 


tations. 
© ness instructions will this 
week trigger minor work- 
Capricorn place power struggles. 
Before Thursday, expect bosses or 
managers to introduce unusual policy 
revisions. Fresh ideas may seem 
unrealistic but will eventually prove 
worthwhile. Diplomacy is important: 
Remain silent. After Friday, home 
and .family commitments may 
expand to include long-term property 
investments, detailed renovations or 
fast ideas for added financial securi- 
ty. Stay open: All are positive. 


AY members or long-term 
Y friends will this week 
Aquarius request career advice. 
Power struggles with authority fig- 
ures or stalled job promotions may be 
an underlying concern. If so, advo- 
cate creative thinking and fresh 
beginnings: Loved ones now need to 
explore unique workplace options, 
career changes or revised daily 
assignments. Later this week, some 
Aquarians may be asked to mediate a 
social dispute. Encourage private dis- 
cussion: Your opinions will not be 
easily welcomed. 

Pisces - Early this 


} week, potential lovers 
Pisces Will offer subtle indica- 


Capricorn - New busi- 


Aquarius - Family 


tions of their long-term goals. Distant 
travel, family expansion or lofty 
career ambitions may be on the agen- 
da. New relationships will strongly 
benefit from honest discussion. 
Meaningful breakthroughs are now 
available: Use this time to compare 
thoughts and objectives. Tuesday 
through Saturday, a close friend may 
be powerfully seduced by nostalgic 
ideals or past relationships. Be 
patient: Much is changing. 


Birthday 


If your birthday is this week: 
Trusted friends and close relatives 
may soon press for important home 
improvements. A recent phase of 
limited decision or delayed action 
will no longer strain vital relation- 
ships: After this week, expect 
loved ones to ask for sudden fami- 
ly revisions, new financial guide- 
lines or complex social celebra- 
tions. Early in February, watch for 
a passionate overture from a 
romantic partner or potential lover. 
Serious relationships will require 
detailed and honest discussions. 
New emotional commitments, 
however, will likely be established 
by mid-March. After March 28, 
workplace power struggles become 
obvious. Over the next four 
months, job titles and daily duties 
will be steadily redefined. Wait for 
key officials to provide obvious 
clues. 


Men’s basketball stays on fire 


Mens basketball 
looks to make strong 


postseason run. 


By CARLOS OLIVERA 
Sports Editor 


The NECC 
men’s basket- 
ball team is 
enjoying a 
@ magical season 
» thus far. They 
jl have gotten out 
s a fast 12-4 
start. A better 
record through 
‘ the first 16 games than they had last 

season. Last season they began 10- 
6, but were in the midst of a 15 
game winning streak. Nobody 
expected such a great start to the 
season. The Knights were being 
projected as a .500 team, because 
they only returned five players 
from last year’s squad, with only 
two of them being starters. 

This season is a far cry from 
last season, where sophomores 
dominated the team. Last year’s 
squad included two-time captains 
Nolan Murphy and Willis Martinez. 
They were also an experienced 
team last season. Last season they 
made it all the way to the state tour- 
nament game where they lost to 
Quinsigamond Community 
College. They also made it to the 
New England tournament where 
Gateway Community College 
bounced them. 

This season the Knights came 
flying out of the gate, going up to 
Concord, N.H. and winning the 
NHTI tournament. It was an eight- 
team tournament and the Knights 
won the title for a third consecutive 
year. That got the ball rolling for a 
quick 5-0 record. The first loss 
came on November 8th to a 
Division II rival, Massasoit 
Community College. 


With only five returning play- 
ers, finding and building a new 
team was a difficult and grueling 
process. With most of the squad 
being freshman, the sophomores 
had to step up and lead. 

Captain Jesus Montero said, 
“The sophomores had to step up 
and lead by example, but the team 
is now getting big play from the 
freshman and the team is really 
starting to gel”. 

Getting big play from the fresh- 
man they are. Really stepping up 
for the Knights is highly touted 
freshman Roberto Vellon. Roberto 
is a graduate of Lynn Classical. In 
his first season Vellon is averaging 
over 16 points a game, which is 
good for second on the team. 
Montero says, “He’s really stepping 
up as a main scorer along with 


without hesitation to Coach Darren 
Stratton and the coaching staff. 
Captain Justin Cooke said, “I think 
coach can take any team and turn 
them into winners”. Montero also 
added, “I think he’s the best coach 
in the country”. The players are 
always singing the praises of their 
head coach, as they should, seeing 
as he is the reigning Region XXI 
Coach of the Year. 

This season the Knights have 
had a lot of close games. Cooke 
said, “We’re 12-4 but we could eas- 
ily be 4-12”. They have struggled 
with the lack of size on the roster. 
They are dealing with not only a 
young, but also a smaller team. Last 
season they had a few guys over 6 
foot 4, including 6 foot 6 Captain 
Nolan Murphy. That’s not the case 
this season. The Knights have 


A .6 6... 


“T think he can take any team, and turn 


them into winners”. 


-Justin Cooke 


Anthony Griffin”. 
getting big play from Lawrence 
graduate Brian Gomez. 

Griffin is having a season to 
remember. Griffin is averaging a 
whopping 24.4 points per game this 
season, easily leading the team. 
That’s a drastic increase from his 


They are also 


15.3 points a game last season for 
the Knights, which was good for 
second. Griffin is also leading the 
team in rebounds, pulling down 
over ten a game. Also having a 
good season is freshman Timothy 
Bent. In his freshman campaign, 
Bent is averaging over six points a 
game and over five rebounds a 
game. 

When asked how the team is so 
successful with such young talent, 
Montero attributes the success 


become accustomed to the run and 
gun offense because of their size. 
Cooke said, “We used to try and 
play half court games, but without 
size, teams would just play zone 
against us and slow us down”. With 
the run and gun, teams are not able 
to slow the ball and therefore the 
Knights are able to play up-tempo 
and keep their opponents on their 
heels. 

The Knights will certainly be 
tested toward the end of the season. 
Montero says, “The last seven games 
will make or break us”. Four of the 
last seven games will be against the 
top four teams in the region. “We 
need big play from the freshman if 
we’re going to survive the end of the 
season and make it back to the state 
tournament”, says Montero. 


Gregory McCarthy takes practice shots to warm up. 


Aaron Foss photo 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. What quarterback 
did Tom Brady 
replace, eventually 
leading the Pariots to 
a Super Bowl Title? 


2. What running back 
did the Patriots 
acquire from the 

Cincinatti Bengal’s in 

2004? 


3. How long did it 
take Bill Belichick to 
win a Super Bowl 
with New England? 


4. What round was 
Patriot’s quaterback 
Tom Brady drafted in, 

in the 2000 Draft? 


5. What year did the 
Boston Patriots, 
become the New 

England Patriots? 
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Desolation in Winter 


photos by Aaron Foss 


Good luck Parking this semester, snow banks already 
stand at over 10 feet tall 
Pe ets A 8 peng oe Coe ae He 
2 It will be a at ies before children get to play 
outside at Little Sprouts 


A high winter sun brings no warmth to the Haverhill 
campus 


A few more months before you'll be enjoying 
coleslaw outside,hold the pineapple 


There was little activity on campus, but the Top 
Notch Players took found time to clean out a huge 
amount of old flats 


It's so cold there’s not even a smoker loitering in 
front of the No Smoking sign as usual 


